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Ruben Salazar was born in 1928. The family later on after eight months moved from Ciudad Juarez in Mexico to El Paso. Salazar was then made to be a citizen by naturalization, after which he attended public schools and later on joined the University of Texas; the university was earlier known as Texas Western College where he received a bachelors degree in Journalism. Salazar became at first a columnist with the El Paso Herald-Post, where he started a career of many "firsts" for the ordinary press (García, 1995). Salazar, hence, became the first Latino to report for the Post and also the first Latino foreign correspondent.
Salazar worked for the Santa Rosa Press Democrat from the year 1956 to 1957.  It is after having worked for the Santa Rosa Press Democrat that he moved to the San Francisco News and in the year 1959, he kicked-off working for The Los Angeles Times. During his working days with the Times, he worked at the capacity of a foreign correspondent in Viet Nam and the Dominican Republic. For instance, Salazar took his coverage to the US marine intervention in the Dominican Republic, for which he received credit for from many interested partners across the globe (García, 1995). Besides, he was also accredited for coverage of issues that were then common to the Chicanos in Los Angeles that included: poor and restricted housing conditions, unemployment, and inferior quality of education. 
In 1959, moved to southern California where he worked for the Los Angeles Times. He worked for the Times for more than a decade. It is during his stay in southern California that he met Sally Robare who later on became his wife.  When he first started working for the Times Paper, Salazar covered local stories that included a 1963 sequence on the Spanish Speaking Angelenos. Before Salazar was named the Mexican City bureau chief in 1966, he covered as initially indicated above as a foreign correspondent who covered stories in the Dominican Republic (García, 1995). He also, on the same post covered stories concerning Cuba and Central America.  In 1968, he was called back to Los Angeles where he was supposed to cover the Chicano movement in the same year.  
Salazar brought to light the issues that the Mexican American were going through. "Stranger in One's Land," this is the report that appeared as a commission publication in May 1970, where he reported on the plight of the Mexican American (Salazar, 1995). In the same year, Salazar was elected Chairman of the Chicano Media Council, where he also acted as a director of the KMEX which is a Spanish language TV station found in Los Angeles. At the same time, he was also writing the weekly column on Chicano affairs for the Times paper.
Ruben Salazar was killed by a tear gas projectile that got fired by a Los Angeles Sherrif Department deputy on August 29, 1970. Salazar was seated outside a restaurant when the Sheriff's respondent to a call and soon surrounded the Silver Dollar where Salazar met his death (Salazar, 1995). It is in this restaurant that Salazar was taking a break from his coverage of the Chicano Moratorium; this was an anti-Viet Nam war demonstration in Los Angeles. Salazar was then 42 when he met his death. 
In 1971, following the good work that Salazar had done, he was awarded the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award. Due to his good work that he had shown all through since he kicked-off his career in 1999, the California Chicano News Media Association started the annual Ruben Salazar Journalism Awards (Buenker, 2005).  These awards were geared towards recognizing the work that was being broadcast or published in California which exemplified journalistic excellence while fostering a better understanding of the Latinos. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reuben Salazar was the best choice the Times could ever have to cover the Movimiento. He was asked to get back to Los Angeles where he, later on, began to write concerning the discrimination that the L.A police had towards the Mexican American, relations between the Chicanos and African Americans. He soon started writing articles that legitimized some of his earlier claims and also translated the movement for white readers.  Salazar criticized the policemen who killed two Mexican nationals when they were trying to look for a murder suspect (Buenker, 2005). This occurred after the policemen sprayed an apartment with gunfire. However, the police tried to get away with their inhuman act by trying to explain the occurrence as a possible ambush. Salazar revealed that there were five men in the flat and the policemen found no weapons and the suspect that the police were looking for was not among the five men that they found in the flat.  Ruben Salazar's death made him a powerful martyr of the Movimiento.
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